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THE AFGHANS

For centuries Afghanistan has been a theatre fraught with tribal conflict confounded by the ex-

treme adversities of colonial and imperial inte rests and interventions. It’s a graveyard of empires 

and countless wars have been fought; the Mongols invaded bringing Islam in the 7th centu-

ry AD, the great game between Britain and Russia to control Central Asia, and most recently 

the long and drawn out American folly post 9/11. Over the past fifteen years, the US occupa-

tion has come to epi tomize a modern polarization between Islam and the west, reflecting

a geopolitical tension that reaches far beyond Afghanistan’s borders.

 

It was this polarization that first drew me to Afghanistan in 2008 and twenty times since. In 2014 

the US and the international community scaled back their presence, but I’ve seen firsthand an 

increasingly politically and economically volatile environment for Afghans with their lives in sus-

pension. The hope for a less conservative formal government having longevity is fading, endemic 

political corruption breeds social cynicism and a the threat of an ultra conservative Islamic state 

returning to power inspires fear. For this series of portraits, it’s the Afghan people’s’ dread and 

suspension that I looked to document.

 

Photographing mostly at night or in low light, with a single flash focused as a spot light, I drove 

the streets of Kabul finding subjects affected by war; civilians wounded, new military recruits, the 

displaced and people caught in a cycle of poverty. Despite being aware that they were being 

photographed, the low light masked the presence of a camera. Waiting and watching through 

this darkness, I would intuitively make an exposure with the flash and this method allowed a can-

did melancholy to be expressed. This expression, for me, is indicative of the state of suspension 

I was witnessing. One particular young man, Dawar Khan, age 17, had fled the southern Province 

of Helmand after his two brothers were killed during fighting between Taliban and U.S Forces. 

He now lives in a tent on a crowded muddy flat on the outskirts of Kabul. Amnesty International 

estimates that more than 1.2 million people have been displaced by conflict in Afghanistan.

 

I hope a closer look into the lives of these Afghans will help people see beyond the dominant 

narratives of Islam that induce xenophobia and fear and provide an intimate window into the lives 

of people caught in a largely forgotten conflict and America’s longest war.
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ADAM FERGUSON

Adam Ferguson (1978, New South Wales, Australia) studied photography at the Queensland 

College of Art, Griffith University. Upon graduating Ferguson received a Griffith University Peace 

Scholarship involving him in his first international assignment in Cambodia. After freelancing in 

Mexico, he travelled from port to port as crew on a sailboat to fund the start of his photographic 

career. From 2007 to 2010 Ferguson based himself in New Delhi, India and developed an 

uncompromising body of work that explores the social and political complexities of South Asia.

Of particular note is his sustained survey of the US-led military occupation of Afghanistan, 

where he continues to work. Since that time he has also worked in Iraq, Jordan, Israel, 

Palestinian Territories, Greece, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, Pakistan, Kenya, Egypt and Australia, 

among others.

He lives in New York and is working on two monographs: a war diary of his time in Afghanistan 

and a critique of contemporary regional Australian identity.
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Photographer

Number of prints

Type and size of prints

Frames

Linear development

Production notes

The Afghans

Adam Ferguson

16 prints

 

10 full-bleed prints mounted on dibond

 80 x 53 cm

6 full-bleed prints mounted on dibond

 120 x 80 cm

No frames. Two hooks on the back of dibond panel.

11 linear mt minimum (spaces not included) 

Text material must be printed at the expense of the

hosting organization. We provide introduction text,

biography and captions both in italian and english. 
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Image Captions Size

Sayed Mohammad, 50, survives by begging on the street. He stands for a 
portrait on the street in Kabul, Afghanistan. Sayed was a policeman and was 
shot in the leg in Parwan Province in 2001 during US invasion of Afghanistan.

80 x 53 cm

Abdul Ghafar, 19, an internally displaced person from Sangin District, 
Helmand Province, stands for a portrait at a camp for IDPs in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Abdul fled Helmand after his eight-year old sister was killed by a 
rocket during fighting between insurgent and coalition forces.

80 x 53 cm

Muhammad Dawod, 36, stands for a portrait in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
Muhammad has been a heroin addict for 15 years and survives by repairing 
shoes and pick pocketing. He has a wife and seven children.

80 x 53 cm

Abdul Baqi, 26, an Afghan National Army recruit from Logar Province, stands 
for a portrait at the ANA Recruitment Centre in Kabul, Afghanistan. 80 x 53 cm

Wasim Gul, 23, an Afghan National Army recruit from Laghman Province, 
stands for a portrait at the ANA Recruitment Centre in Kabul, Afghanistan. 80 x 53 cm

Lieutenant Fawzia Sulaimankhel from Logar Province stands for a portrait at 
the ANA Recruitment Centre in Kabul, Afghanistan. Fawzia is a trainer at the 
female officer school.

80 x 53 cm



Sayed Jagran Agha, 20, a daily labourer, stands for a portrait in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Sayed waits on the street with a wheelbarrow and is paid for 
transporting peoples belongings. He is married and has one child. When he 
was four years old he picked up a discarded landmine and one of his hands 
blew off.

80 x 53 cm

Ahmad Hafed, a translator and reporter, stands for a portrait in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Ahmad was working as a local reporter with The New York 
Times before he migrated to Canada to escape the political tension in 
Afghanistan.

80 x 53 cm

Bibi Najla, 7, lies in bed at the Emergency hospital, Kabul, Afghanistan. Bibi  
was shot in the belly during a fight in Logar Province between coalition and 
insurgent forces.

80 x 53 cm

Gul Wali, 40, a farmer, sits for a portrait at Emergency hospital, Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Gul was shot in Kunduz Province during fighting. 80 x 53 cm

Dawar Khan, 17, an internally displaced person from Sangin District, Helmand 
Province, stands for a portrait at a camp for IDPs (internally displaced person) 
in Kabul, Afghanistan. Dawar's home in Helmand was hit by a mortar that 
killed two of his brothers.

120 x 80 cm

Sher Muhammad, 40, an internally displaced person from Sangin District, 
Helmand Province, stands for a portrait at a camp for IDPs in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Sher moved to Kabul in 2009 after heavy fighting affected his 
ability to farm.

120 x 80 cm



Eza Khan, age 45, from Herat, stands for a portrait in Kabul, Afghanistan. Eza 
was born in Iran and was a garment seller, before starting to use heroin. He 
has been an addict for fifteen years and has a wife and two children.

120 x 80 cm

Jawad Ghaziyar, age 33 from Kunduz, stands for a portrait in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Jawad works as a daily labourer and has been a heroin addict 
for four-years. His father lives in Canada and his mother is dead.

120 x 80 cm

Hamida Hashimi from Ghazni Province stands for a portrait at the ANA 
Recruitment Centre in Kabul, Afghanistan. Fawzia is a trainer at a female 
officer school where she has worked for four years.

120 x 80 cm

Koko Gul, age 70, a mother of nine children, stands for a portrait in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Koko begs on the street in Kabul’s old city because her husband 
is too old and sick to work.

120 x 80 cm


