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Title

 

Photographer

Curated by*

Type of prints and mounting

Size of prints 

Frames

Linear development 

Set up annotations

Make a Wish

Loulou d’Aki

Arianna Rinaldo

 

18 color prints mounted on forex (framed) 

84 x 84 cm

86 x 86 cm (thickness 4 cm). Lime wood.

15 linear mt minimum (spaces not included)

Text material must be printed at the expense of the hosting 

organization. We provide introduction text, biography and 

captions both in italian and english.

*any changes to the selection or layout of the exhibition must be consulted with the curator
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MAKE A WISH

“This is just a dream,

but fortunately dreams do come true”

          Cyrus P., 15, Tehran, Iran

It’s a rainy November morning in Gaza and a truce has just been announced after 8 days of 

fighting. A young man stands in the rubbles of what is left of his home, destroyed in an air strike 

just an hour before the war ended. Behind him, a framed picture still hangs crooked on the 

wall. The boy’s name is Ahmed, he is 18 years old and the son of a fisherman. He wants to live 

in peace and go to college but we are in the Gaza strip and dreams have their limits here, you 

often have the feeling of being caught up in a game where you always turn out the loser.

On the other side, few kilometers and a wall away, is Jeru-salem, the city many Gazawis dream 

of visiting but who most never will. This is a land of contradictions, a land of walls, a land of 

visible and invisible borders. From Omri’s Art school you can see the separation wall on a clear 

day. Omri, who got freed from the obligatory Israeli military service by pretending he was gay 

during the medical examinations, says that he dreams of feeling at home someplace someday, 

away from the religious and political tensions he has grown up with.

“Make a Wish” is a photo essay looking at the hopes and dreams of youth, aiming to create 

a testimony of our time. It’s inspired by the fact that youth should be the age of infinite 

possibilities. Most of the project has been shot in the Middle East and in situations linked to the 

Arab Spring revolution or in conflict zones where young people too often are de-

prived of their right to be young. The Arab Spring catapulted a taste of freedom in people 

across a region so long affected by dictators, Western foreign policies gone awry and poor 

social development. Spring turned to summer, fall and win-

ter, months turned to years and the original revolution into something much different from the 

ideals of freedom shouted at squares across the region.

When I set out to work on this project, I did so with the assum-

ption that youth is an age of hope when aspiration is not yet conditioned by experience. As the 

work evolved I began to understand to which extent aspirations are conditioned by

the society in which we live and the circumstances under 

which we grow up and how important it is to keep on aspiring.

The original dummy “Make A Wish” by Loulou d’Aki was the winner of the Photobook Dummy 

Review and Prize at COTM17, selected by Hannah Watson of Trolley Books among 44 dummies 

received in the open call. It has been produced as an exhibition for this edition and as a book titled 

“They call us dreamers but we’re the ones who don’t sleep” published by OTM Company.
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LOULOU D’AKI

Loulou d’Aki (1978, Malmö, Sweden) is a documentary photographer, born and raised on the 

Swedish seaside.

She graduated in photography at ISFCI in Rome, Italy and has since then lived and worked 

across Europe, North America, Japan and the Middle East.

As a photographer she is interested in how human beings are affected by the society in which 

they live, the influence of borders and the idea of freedom. Alongside commissioned work 

Loulou focuses on various long term projects, which result in exhibitions or books.

She was a singer before she became a photographer. She speaks Swedish, English, Italian, 

French and gets by in German and Hebrew. Based in the Middle East from 2010 to 2015, Loulou 

d’Aki is currently based in Athens, Greece from where she travels worldwide for assignments and 

personal projects.
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INVENTARIO IMMAGINI

Zahra is a Taekwando championess from Karaj, northwest
of Tehran, Iran. She started practising the sport when she
was 9 and has continued ever since with the support
of her family. “One of my biggest dreams is to enter Iran’s
National Taekwando team and to win in competitions and achieve
higher ranks and platforms. I dream that one day my success in
international fields will raise my country’s flag and that our
national anthem can be heard throughout the world. I hope that
this way I can compensate for a part of all the troubles my family
has gone through all these years and to thank my master who has
always encouraged and motivated me on this path.”

A mural of Ayatollah Khomeini on one side and of brothers, martyred 
during the Iran-Iraq war, on the other, in a southern Tehran residential 
area in Iran.

Fatoom comes to skate at Fun City in Hedda, a complex in Sana’a, 
the capital of Yemen, every day. She is an university student and says 
that she wants to become a lawyer.

Hervé stops in the middle of the railway as he arrives at Idomeni, at 
the Greek/Macedonian border. When asked about his future dreams 
and aspirations he says: “First I look, then I go. I’m an adventurer on 
my way to Switzerland to see what awaits me over there.”

A construction worker poses for a picture on the working site next 
to Saleh mosque, the largest and most modern mosque in Sana’a, 
Yemen. He hopes to continue the work he does in the future.
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Abdallah rides his horse at dusk, a few days after a truce was 
announced and operation “Pillar of Defense” on Gaza Strip ended. 
Abdallah works with his brother, together they perform on horseback 
in weddings and parties across the Gaza strip, just like their father 
used to do. When asked about his future dreams and aspirations, he 
says: “To stay with my horse all the time, all my life. My life is horses.’’

Two men pass by the remains of what used to be the National 
Democratic Partys’ landmark, torched on January 28th, 2011, during 
the escalations that came to topple Hosni Mubarak, in Cairo, Egypt.

Maryam, a student of illustration at the Academy of Art, in Tehran, 
Iran, poses for a portrait in her bedroom. 
“I do not have many wishes because I got everything I wanted, but 
many little wishes do exist... my last wish, is death. I came to this 
egoistic world where everybody think about themselves... I hope that 
when I die, I shall find the world that I was always looking for.”

Amin sits by the harbour in Mytillini at Lesvos, Greece, where he and 
his friends, all lonely minors from afghanistan, wait to get a ticket 
for the next ferry to Athens. These days a great number of refugees 
arrive on the island on a daily basis and the wait to continue onto the 
mainland is long. “I left my home in Afghanistan where the Talibans 
make life so hard. When I come to Europe my dream is to become a 
football player and join Real Madrid.””

Passengers, most of whom are refugees, disembark a ferry coming 
from Lesvos island, at arrival in Pireus port at dawn in Greece.

Bahman, a metal guitarist without a band and a spiritual Totec 
believer, takes a morning dip after a night in the mountains north 
of Tehran, Iran. His music is considered satanist by the government 
so he can only play his guitar at home and has to cover up tattoos 
and tie back his hair when he steps outside. Bahman recently tried 
to emigrate to poland but had his passport confiscated and was 
sent back home. “I wish and I hope someday that people will forget 
everything except love and peace to nature and our kind.”
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Early morning view on an empty space in Gaza city, still burning after 
being hit in an Israeli air strike. Most air strikes happen just before 
dawn and, come sunrise, people step outside to look at the damage 
done.

Afghan boys wait next to Tovarnik station, in Croatia, a few days after 
the Hungarian border crossing closed and thousands of refugees 
crossed the Serbian border into Croatia instead, on the look for a 
new route towards Austria, Germany and Scandinavia.

Nachman is the second son of an Irish catholic convert father 
and a Jewish orthodox mother. He is an excellent drummer, plays 
everything from rock to jazz and klezmer.
Most of the time, however, he plays hasidic music in religious 
weddings-to make a living. The gemarah, the part of the Talmud that 
comprises rabbinical analysis and commentary on the mishnah, says 
that one sometimes has to do work one does not love if it helps one 
to earn the daily bread. When asked about his dreams and future 
aspirations, Nachman says: “I want to become a somebody.” Judean 
Desert, Israel

Mural of an angel depicted on a wall in Naples, Italy.

Usama poses for a picture after an evening training drill. He is a 
member of the Nasser brigades, one of various Palestinian militant 
organisations which operates in the Gaza strip. When asked about 
his future dreams and aspirations, he says: “That all my land comes 
back to the Palestinian people. And to go to Jerusalem. I want it so 
bad”.
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View over a mosque at dusk in the old city of Sana’a, Yemen. 

Dorna, student at the Academy of Art, poses for a portrait in her 
studio at Tehran, Iran. She doesn’t feel free to express herself in Iran 
and studies German so that she can eventually continue her life in 
Berlin. “I want to be professional in all ways and all jobs. I want to 
conclude all I do perfectly. In this way I can make my choices and 
not leave anything undone. Time is passing and each moment I 
live is a fight to be in the present. To work in an every day routine, 
to do my best and to understand the present in order to live fully, 
peacefully with nature.”

84 x 84 cm

84 x 84 cm

17.

18.



SCHEDA TECNICA DELLA MOSTRA  |  Welcome to Camp America: Inside Guantánamo Bay - Debi Cornwall

Associazione culturale ONTHEMOVE | Località Vallone, 39/A/4 - Cortona, 52044 (AR)

INSTALLATION VIEW


