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Title

 

Photographer

Type of prints and mounting

Size of prints 

Frames

Linear development 

Set up annotations

L’Oro di Gondo

Claudio Cerasoli

 

15 framed prints mounted on forex 

50 x 70 cm

dark grey frames, no glass, hooks on the back

size: 52,2 x 72,2 cm

9 linear meters minimum (spaces not included)

Text material must be printed at the expense of the hosting 

organization. We provide introduction text, biography and 

captions both in italian and english.

*any changes to the selection or layout of the exhibition must be consulted with the curator
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L’ORO DI GONDO

Gondo is a small town located on the border between Italy and Switzerland along the Sempione 

road connecting Milan with Brig. The history of the area is tied to gold. The first records of gold 

mining go back to Roman times, but the gold rush proper began in 1600 with the arrival of 

Baron Stockalper. Stockalper mined more than 20 gold seams in a series of mines. In those 

days mines were worked manually with just hammers and nails. When Baron Stockalper died 

the mines were abandoned for over a century until they were eventually acquired by a Parisian 

mining company called Société anonyme des Mines d’or. This company modernised the 

extraction system and after only a few years increased its workforce from 100 to 500 miners. 

The daily output reached as much as 40 grammes per day and between 1892 and 1897 

they extracted a total of 33 kilos of gold. Part of this production was used to mint 29 

GondoGoldvreneli (which are highly prized nowadays: in 2009 one coin was sold for about 

60,000 euros). After 1897 the extraction process became unsustainable and the mines were 

closed.

But about 12 months ago another “gold rush” started. However, this time it was a rather 

different kind of gold: crypto currencies (bitcoins, ethereum, monero).The company that 

opened this new “mine” was founded by a group of young locals (about 10 people in all). 

In this “mine” they extract crypto currencies on behalf of the company itself, as well as for 

independent clients. The extraction work takes place using video cards (GPU) that make 

mathematical calculations which, under certain conditions, allow them to find crypto 

currencies. There are 100 machines operating in the mine.

In both cases it is due to the specific environmental conditions of Gondo that these activities 

became possible. On the one hand, the particular composition of rocks which propagated the 

formation of gold seams that could be mined, and on the other, the low temperatures typical 

of this mountainous region, combined with a low-cost electricity supply (from hydro-electric 

turbines), made Gondo an ideal place for mining cryptocurrency.

And the final analogy is in the terminology. The English word for both activities – gold 

extraction and cryptocurrency extraction – is “mining”, while the people who carry out these 

operations are called “miners”. Using historical documents, together with photos of the Gondo 

landscape, the cryptocurrency mine and historical artifacts in the gold museum of Gondo, the 

exhibited work gives us a multi-level interpretation of this town, of its history and its future.
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CLAUDIO CERASOLI

Claudio Cerasoli (1986, L’Aquila, Italy) after graduating in commerce and economics took a 

3-year master’s degree in photography at the ISFCI school in Rome. His main area of research 

is in the natural landscape and its relationship to man and architecture. Has work has appeared 

in a variety of media, including Io Donna, DomusWeb and Internazionale. He lives and works in 

L’Aquila and Turin.
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INVENTORY OF IMAGES

Historical map of Gondo. Gondo is a little Swiss village in the Canton 
of Valais. The first settlements were in Roman times but the village 
wasn’t fully developed until the arrival of Baron Stockalper in 1600. 
The Baron boosted trade between Italy and Switzerland and built 
the gold mines of Gondo.  

Access road to Gondo. Gondo is located along the Simplon road that 
runs from Domodossola to Brig. The road is just a few meters away 
from the Swiss-Italian border. 

Ludovic Thomas, one of the founders of the Alpine Mining company. 
The company started mining crypto coins in 2017 and employs 
about 10 local young men.  

Inside the mining farm. The mines are composed of metal shelving 
units that support the “rigs”, the machines that execute the 
mathematical computations necessary for extracting crypto coins. 
The metal pipes and ventilators serve to lower the temperature 
inside the mine.

The mining farm cooling plant. These machines generate high 
temperatures, but thanks to the cold climate of Gondo they are 
able to cool the rigs by piping in cold, external air directly onto the 
machines. 

Detail of one of the machines. Each rig is composed of a CPU, a hard 
disk and from 6 to 10 video cards. The average cost of materials and 
assembly of a machine runs to a few thousand euros. 
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Gondo gets abundant snow and has many steep slopes which made 
it viable to build 3 hydroelectric power stations to supply the area 
with electricity. One of these is used almost exclusively by the Alpine 
Mining company to extract crypto currencies, since the process 
involves a very high consumption of energy. 

Bertrand Delon, an Alpine Mining company technician.

The motherboard is one of the rig’s most important internal 
components onto which all the other components are fitted (hard 
disk, video card and processor). 

Gold purchase receipt. The receipt dates back to the second phase 
of gold mining around 1880. In 1874 the mines were purchased by 
Paris-based Societé anonyme des Mines d’or. Between 1892 and 
1897 as much as 33 kilos of gold were  extracted. The Gold Museum 
of Gondo collection.

Lantern (c.1660) Mines were illuminated with firewood lanterns
The Gold Museum of Gondo collection.

Portrait of Baron Stockalper (1609-1691), merchant, notary and 
politician. After completing his studies he travelled throughout 
Europe striking up important trade deals. On returning home he took 
several political appointments while also developing commercial 
traffic (principally salt) between Italy and Switzerland, by way of the 
Simplon mule track. More in general, the Baron’s efforts represented 
an important slice of the overall trade exchange between the north 
and south of Europe, thanks to his control of the Simplon pass. He 
also opened up a dozen gold mines as well as lead, copper and 
iron ore mines. In view of his considerable political and commercial 
clout he became a victim of betrayal which first of all brought him 
to political destitution and eventually led to him being sentenced 
to death. However he fled to Italy and six months later reached a 
settlement with his homeland. He then returned to Briga, where died 
at the age of 82.          
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Patric Zenklusen, manager of The Gold Museum of Gondo. The 
gold museum is inside the Stockalper tower. The structure was 
commissioned by the baron and used as storage for merchandising 
and gold. In 2000 it was partially destroyed in a landslide. Today it 
hosts the museum, a restaurant and a hotel. 

Hammer (c.1660) In the beginning gold was mined using only 
hammers and nails. The Gold Museum of Gondo collection.

The Simplon road crosses over the Gole di Gondo canyon.
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