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UNCUT
Women’s war against female genital mutilations

When fear gets hold of me
When anger seizes my body
When hate becomes my companion
Then I get feminine advice, because it is only feminine pain
And I am told feminine pain perishes
like all feminine things.

Dahabo Ali Muse, Feminine Pains (poem, 1998)

An ordinary room, or a dark hut in a rural village.  A razor blade bought at a market will suffice, or a 
sharp knife, or simply a shard of broken glass.  Sometimes needle and thread, or the thorns from a 
wild-growing bush.  The women of the family restrain the little girl while a circumciser is paid to inflict 
in her a pain so intense that it will never be forgotten.  
For 200 million women in the world, the passage from infancy to adulthood is marked by the blood of 
a female genital mutilation (FGM).  The procedure comprises cutting the clitoris, sometimes scraping 
away the labia minora, up to the removal of all the external genitalia and sewing the incision closed 
leaving a small hole for menstrual flow and urine, which will later be cut open on the wedding night.  
An obligatory ritual in certain societies, it is believed to “purify” women from their own femininity, 
subjugating them through pain and making them virgins for life, resistant to sexual pleasure, and 
therefore shaping them as devoted and faithful wives.
According to UNICEF, the victims of FGM are concentrated in 30 countries of the world, of which 
27 are in the African continent.  The European Parliament estimates that in the EU around 500,000 
migrant women are affected by a wound that causes severe health consequences and complex 
integration paths.
The exhibited photos are part of the project UNCUT, which was born from an idea of Emanuela 
Zuccalà in order to in-depth investigate the topic of female genital mutilations.  UNCUT (uncutproject.
org/en) is a web-documentary that narrates how in three African countries – Somaliland, Kenya and 
Ethiopia – women have been uniting in coalitions in order to eradicate this harmful practice.  It’s a 
collective story that sews together several tales of pain, of a fight for women’s rights and, in many 
cases, of success and empowerment.
In Somaliland, Sadia Abdi has rescued her younger sister from infibulation and later on she founded 
53 women’s groups throughout the country to advocate for a law against FGM.  In Kenya, Faith 
Mpoke and Lucy Itore are are two obstinate Maasai activists who are rescuing girls from “the cut” by 
allowing them to study.  In West Pokot, another area in Kenya, a network of foster mothers host in 
their huts the girls who are escaping from the bloody rite.  Finally, while in a hot and isolated valley 
in southern Ethiopia, Fatma and Talaado teach the men of their community that their wives and 
daughters, if respected in their femininity, will be the driving forces towards the health, the well-being 
and the development of the entire society.

Photo: Simona Ghizzoni
Project and texts: Emanuela Zuccalà
Video: Emanuela Zuccalà, Simona Ghizzoni
Video editing: Aline Hervé, Paolo Turla
Data research: Emanuela Zuccalà, Valeria De Berardinis 
Graphics, maps, web development: Alessandro D’Alfonso
General supervision: Giulia Tornari for Zona
Photographic consultant: Renata Ferri
Project curated by Zona (zona.org)

UNCUT project has been produced thanks to the Innovation in Development Reporting Grant Program of the European Journalism 
Centre, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, with the supporto of ActionAid NGO.
Media partners: Io donna, Corriere della Sera, Worldcrunch, El Paìs.
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Simona Ghizzoni
Simona Ghizzoni was born in Reggio Emilia, Italy, in 1977. 
She began her career studying music and the arts, which continue to influence her work. After gaining an 
MA in History of Photography, she was selected for the Reflexions Masterclass, held by the photographer 
Giorgia Fiorio and the curator Gabriel Bauret (2006), and in 2009 for the 16th World Press Photo - Joop Swart 
Masterclass.  
Since 2005 Ghizzoni has committed herself to long-term documentary projects concerning women’s condition; 
at the same time, she conducts a personal research titled ‘Rayuela’, which explores, almost in the form of a 
diary, her own feminine.
From 2006 until 2010 she worked on a long-term project, ‘Odd Days’, on eating disorders and women’s long 
and hard path towards recovery, by living for long periods of time in a treatment centre in Italy.  With an image 
taken from this series she won the 3rd prize at World Press Photo 2008.  A selection of ‘Odd Days’ has also 
been awarded with the PHE Ojodepez Award for Human Values 2009.
In 2010 she received a commission to work on Iraqi female refugees in Jordan, where she produced her first 
short documentary ‘Lie in Wait’.  From then on, travel became a fundamental aspect of her practice, and she 
has produced several chapters of ‘Afterdark’, her latest work about the consequences of war on women’s 
psychological life in the Mediterranean area: Jordan, West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and  Western Sahara. 
In 2013 she directed her first documentary about female victims of forced disappearance in the Saharawi 
Occupied territories ‘Just to Let you know that I’m Alive’.  Her work about the condition of female victims of 
Cast Lead operation in the Gaza Strip (2010-2013), was awarded with the 3rd  prize Contemporary Issues at 
World Press Photo 2012.
She is currently working on ‘UNCUT’, a documentary project about women’s alliances against female genital 
mutilations in Africa and Europe.

Emanuela Zuccalà
Emanuela Zuccalà is a journalist, writer and videomaker whose work is focused on women’s issues and 
human rights. 

Since 2001 she’s been contributor at large for Io donna, the Saturday magazine of Corriere della Sera, 
reporting from more than 30 countries.  Author of 7 books published in Italy, Portugal, Brazil and Poland, 
she’s been awarded by several journalism prizes, as the For Diversity-Against Discrimination Award of the 
European Commission (2007) and the Press Freedom Award of Reporters Sans Frontières Austria (2012).  
Her documentary movie ‘Just to Let You Know That I’m Alive’ (2013, co-directed with Simona Ghizzoni) has 
been finalist at the Aan Korb Documentary Festival of the Bbc and awarded in the US and France.

Her latest books are ‘Donne che vorresti conoscere’ (Infinito, 2014) and the long-form journalism ebook 
‘Giardino Atomico’ (Infinito, 2015). 

emanuelazuccala.it
Twitter: @ezuccala
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Title

Number of Pictures

Type

Size of Images

Linear Development

Set Up

Shipping

Photograper

UNCUT

Simona Ghizzoni

without spaces

Pluriball envelopes

sliding system in forex mounted on the back

We provide biography and itroduction texts 
(must be printed at the expense of the hosting)

60x60
40x40

Prints (diffentet sizes)

Coulour and black/white, printed on SMARTX 1cm

35

17mt

15
20
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KENIA - 14 Images total
7 PRINTS - 60X60cm

7 PRINTS - 40x40cm
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SOMALILAND - 11 Images total
4  PRINTS - 60X60cm

7 PRINTS - 40x40cm
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ETIOPIA - 10 Images total
4 PRINTS - 60X60cm

6 PRINTS - 40x40cm

27

31

35

28

32

29

33

26

30

34

5



CONTATTI

Antonio Carloni
antonio@cortonaonthemove.com
+39 328 6438076

Sarah Carlet
sarah@cortonaonthemove.com
+39 339 8437083

Simona Nandesi
simona@cortonaonthemove.com
+39 338 8109584


