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A Map of Latin American Dreams explores the desires and hopes of individuals 
throughout Latin America. It explores how individual lives have been directly 
touched and altered by local, national and regional traumatic events and policies. 
The work aspires to amplify the voices of the under-represented, to give each 
subject dimension through their personal stories. From 1992 through 2008, I made 
trips to Argentina, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Brazil and Colombia. 
I photographed families, groups and individuals. Their voices are expressed within 
each image using a hand- held blackboard with writing in chalk. “Can you write 
down a wish or a dream that you have?” A melancholic gesture or one implied 
exists in the process of asking someone to think of a dream or a wish: something 
not fulfilled. It is true that we are living in a time when stability is often a distant 
memory. Constant crises remind us just how fragile the terrain remains. I see my 
photographs as vehicles, records of an event, a performance, a happening. The 
sitters willingly engaged and openly shared secrets that are disclosed beyond their 
appearances. Presentation of the images reveals the transition between the 
banality of everyday life and the extraordinary event of a shared moment. I learned 
much about myself, and the people I met. Our encounters carry a defiant gesture. 

 [ Cortona On The Move – photography in travel, Scalpendi Edition 2014] 
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Data sheet 

 
 

Title A Map of Latin American Dreams 

Photographer Martin Weber 

Number of 
photographs 40 images 

Type Black and white 

Print Size  cm  [51 x 61,5]; cm [102 x 128]. 
(see details in print list attached) 

Frame Size cm [54 x 64,5]; cm [105 x 131]. 
(see details in frame list attached) 

Linear develoment 35 meters, minimum required linear space. 

Set up Photos are printed on Digigraphie Canson 
Photographique paper, assembled on  artisan lime wood 
dark brown frames (4,5 cm) with  glass (2 mm). 

Panels: intro, bio (text in appendix) and title, must be printed 
at the expense of the hosting organization. 
 

Set up mode 

        

Shipping crates  N° 5 
 

Transport and 
insurance 

Transport and nail to nail insurance, at the expense of the 
hosting institution. 
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Photos 

  Title 

Print size 

(height x 
base) 

cm  

Frame size 

(height x 
base) 

cm  

1  

 

Job for my family. 
Seclantás, Argentina 128 x 102 131 x 105 

2  

 

To work. 
Bahia, Brasil 

128 x 102 131 x 105 

3  

 

Individual 
responsability, no 

imposed goverment. 
Bogotá, Colombia 

102 x 128 105 x 131 

4  

 

My dream is to die. 
Medellín, Colombia 

128 x 102 131 x 105 
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5  

 

I wish to be a poet. 
La Habana, Cuba 

102 x 128 105 x 131 

6  

 

To help children who 
are in the United 

States to pay their 
debt to the coyote. 
Quetzaltenango, 

Guatemala 

102 x 128 105 x 131 

7  

 

Affection. 
Maclovio Rojas, 

México 
102 x 128 105 x 131 

8  

 

Pistol. 102 x 128 105 x 131 

9  

 

To have a Nintendo. 
Granada, Nicaragua 

128 x 102 131 x 105 
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10  

 

To find the way to 
express what I carry 

inside. 
Cusco, Perú 

128 x 102 131 x 105  

11  

 

My brother dreams 
of studying music. 

Yavi, Argentina 
51 x 61,5 64,5 x 54 

12  

 

I wish to have my 
own land. 

Juripucio, Argentina 
 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

13  

 

That my mother lives 
50 years more. 
San Antonio de 

Areco, Argentina 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

14  

 

To have the memory 
of how my 

disappeared dad 
lived his dreams. 

La Plata, Argentina 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 
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15  

 

To know the truth 
about what happened 

to our relatives so 
the torturers do not 

stay unpunished. 
Río de Janeiro, Brasil 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 

16  

 

I, Paje, want my 
daughter to study, to 

defend her rights. 
Alagoas, Brasil 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 

17  

 

I dream of having 
silicones. 

Igarazu, Brasil 
61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 

18  

 

That they return the 
remains of my son 

Jose Luis Olivo 
Cardena, victim of 

the paras 
(Paramilitary). 

San Onofre, 
Colombia 

 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

19  

 

Having reached the 
truth and rescued 

the remains of Luis 
Fernando, my son, 

detained, 
disappeared by the 

military, my desire is 
that such painful 
deeds are never 
again repeated. 

Medellín, Colombia 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 
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20  

 

To have happiness to 
have, to be able to 

live. 
La Habana, Cuba 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

21  

 

That our needs do 
not disturb our 

dreams. 
La Habana, Cuba 

 
 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

22  

 

One glove for each, 4 
lefties, 5 righties. 
La Habana, Cuba 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

23  

 

I want to marry an 
American. 

La Habana, Cuba 
61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 

24  

 

I want to be a 
teacher. 

Santiago de Atitlán, 
Guatemala 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 



 
Data sheet A Map of Latin American Dreams, Martin Weber 

 
10 

	
  

Cultural Association ONTHEMOVE | Località Vallone, 39/A/4 - Cortona, 52044 (AR) 
	
    

	
  

25  

 

To have three 
children. 

Santiago de Atitlán, 
Guatemala 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

26  

 

To cure my eyes. 
Quetzaltenango, 

Guatemala 
 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 

27  

 

1 Winning the lottery 
2 //      //     // 

3 To be in peace with 
God 

4 Peace and social 
justice in the world 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

28  

 

I want to be free of 
political and 

domestic violence. 
Quetzaltenango, 

Guatemala 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

29  

 

In the municipality of 
San Pedro Polho 
there are 5.333 

displaced. They are 
suffering a lot. 

We want to obtain 
support, food, 

medicine. 
Chiapas, Mexico 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 
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30  

 

My biggest wish is to 
finish my studies. 
Maclovio Rojas, 

Mexico 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

31  

 

A better salary, 
Mexico  

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

32  

 

My dream is that my 
daughter gets 

married. 
San Diego, U.S.A. 

 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

33  

 

I want to be a 
policewoman. 

Maclovio Rojas, 
México 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

34  

 

My wish is to see my 
sons prepared to 

face the problems of 
unemployment. 

Granada, Nicaragua 
 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 
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35  

 

Return to Europe. 
Granada, Nicaragua 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 

36  

 

That my son sends 
me what he 

promised, the 
money. 

Granada, Nicaragua 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

37  

 

I want my house to 
be big and fenced in. 

Chinchero, Perú 
61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 

38  

 

My dream is to meet 
the people who will 
help me leave the 
place I am in and 

travel. 
Lima, Perú 

51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 

39  

 

A long life with no 
sadness. 

Ollantaytambo, Perú 
51 x 61,5 54 x 64,5 
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40  

 

I want my son who 
lives in Italy to be in 

good health. 
Cusco, Perú 

61,5 x 51 64,5 x 54 
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APPENDIX A - Text 

INTRO / BIO 

A MAP OF LATIN AMERICAN DREAMS 

MARTIN WEBER 

A Map of Latin American Dreams explores the desires and hopes of individuals throughout Latin 
America. The photographs and texts reflect the history of past decades in each country. They 
explore how individual lives have been directly touched and altered by local, national and regional 
traumatic events and policies. The work aspires to amplify the voices of the under-represented, to 
give each subject dimension through their personal stories. From 1992 through 2008, I made trips 
to Argentina, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Brazil and Colombia. I photographed 
families, groups and individuals. They are represented and acknowledged via collaborative 
portraits with texts that anchor their history. Their voices are expressed within each image using a 
hand-held blackboard with writing in chalk. “Can you write down a wish or a dream that you 
have?” I asked this question of those posing for my camera. I asked them to be personal and 
specific in their own words.I asked myself, what makes diverse people and communities belong or 
feel they are part of a country, continent, or culture? 

When I began the Map, I sought to redefine fragmented, transnational identities and histories, as 
well as to provide an alternative to classic iconic images of Latin America. What I lacked in 
sociology would be amply compensated by a dedication to the specific, especially the voices of the 
people. I did not want to find myself speaking for individuals I came to represent: I aspired to 
collaboration in making these portraits.It is evident that the shifts between democratic processes 
and dictatorships have left their mark, that since the struggle for independence from colonial 
rule, innumerable revolutionary movements have been given birth, many of which shared 
histories of oppression. But what lies ahead? My work delves into these issues, and makes the 

effort to bring back direct evidence: I seek to offer the viewer an opportunity to see multiple 
frames of political reflection. Can we recognize our potential to participate? Are we perpetuating 
the conditions that render these dreams unfulfilled? I discovered traits that compose the shared 
and multiple identities of Latin Americans. I have vivid memories of the experiences in border 
towns where cultures on both sides are close in geography, ethnicity and culture. Yet there is still 
an unexplainable effort to physically cross over. 

A melancholic gesture or one implied exists in the process of asking someone to think of a dream 
or a wish: something not fulfilled. It is true that we are living in a time when stability is often a 
distant memory. Constant crises remind us just how fragile the terrain remains. My practice has 
echoed that of the retablos, visual tableaux that represent dreams or events in need of 
restoration, in this case a certain faith in a minor or major revolution, popular or personal.I see 
my photographs as vehicles, records of an event, a performance, a happening. The sitters willingly 
engaged and openly shared secrets that are disclosed beyond their appearances. Presentation of 
the images reveals the transition between the banality of everyday life and the extraordinary event 
of a shared moment. I learned much about myself and the people I met. Our encounters carry a 
defiant gesture. 

Martín Weber, Argentinean-Chilean, was born in 1968 in Chile. He studied at the University of 
Buenos Aires, and the International Center of Photography in New York. Weber is a Guggenheim 
Fellow (1998) and received a Prince Claus grant (2004); the Silver Eye Award (2008); No Strings 
Foundation (2005); Hasselblad Grants (1999/2001); First Prize Klemm Foundation (1999), Fondo 
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Nacional de las Artes (1996) and a scholarship from ICP (1992); artist in residence at IASPIS, 
Sweden (1998), Light Work (2002) and CPW (2004), NY. His work has been widely exhibited: 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Santiago de Chile (2014); Façade intervention Centro Cultural San 
Martín, Buenos Aires (2013); Ruth Benzacar Gallery, Buenos Aires (2011/2002); The Project, Los 
Angeles (2004) and New York (2002); The Photographer’s Gallery, London (2003); The Robert 
Menshel Gallery, Lightwork, Syracuse, New York (2003); PHotoEspaña, Madrid, Spain (2001); Le 
Mois de La Photo, Paris, France, Maison de l’Amerique Paris, (2000); The International Center of 
Photography, New York (1999); The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas (1997). La Habana 
Biennial (1996); The Istanbul Art Biennial (1997); the Communa de Milano (1996); The Museo 
Nacional de Bellas Artes, Buenos Aires (1996/2012). His book Echoes from the Interior has been 
published by Ediciones Larivière in 2011 and nominated for the Book Prize at Paris Photo among 
the 100 best books published between 1997 to 2011. 
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APPENDIX B – Press review 
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Info: 

 Veronica Nicolardi

Director

veronica@cortonaonthemove.com

+39 328 5531750


